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IN THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for automatically downloading and installing 
software to a computer system, comprising the steps of: 

receiving an instruction from a client computer to install an item of software on 
the computer system; 

collecting data about the computer system to form collected data; 

based on the collected data, determining whether the item of software can be 
installed on and executed bv the computer system; 

if the item of software can be installed on and executed by the computer system. 
based on the collected data, downloading a proper version of the item of software from a 
server; 

installing the proper version; and 

based on the collected data, setting configuration options associated with the 
proper version. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the additional 
step of: 

based on - th e eoll e ct e d data^ d e t e rmining wh e th e r th e item of softwar e can b e 
install e d on th e comput e r syst e m, and if the item of software cannot be installed on and 
executed on the computer svstenu then ending execution of the method. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the additional steps of: 
submitting the collected data to a server; and 

receiving an analysis of the collected data, wherein the analysis specifies the 
proper version and the configuration options. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the additional step of: 
analyzing the collected data to determine the proper version and the configuration 

options. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the additional step of: 
returning a confirmatory message. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the receiving step includes a step of 
receiving the instruction via one of a wireless network, a local area network, an Internet, 
an intranet, and a wide area network. 

7. (Currently amended) A method for automatically installing software on at least 
one computer system connected to a network, comprising the steps of: 

receiving an instruction from a user input at a client computer to install an item of 
software on the at least one computer system; 

determining whether the item of software can be installed on and executed by the 
computer system: 

if the item of software can be installed on and executed bv the computer system. 
directing at least one software installation agent executing on the at least one computer 
system to download, install, and configure the item of software on the at least one 
computer syste m: and 

if the item of software cannot be installed on and executed on the computer 
system, then ending execution of the method . 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the method is executed on a server. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising the additional step of: 
receiving at least one confirmatory message from the at least one software 

installation agent. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the receiving step includes a step of 
receiving the instruction from a remote computing device via the network. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the receiving step includes a step of 
receiving the instruction through a HyperText Markup Language (HTML) interface. 
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12. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the network includes at least one of a 
wireless network, a local area network, an Internet, an intranet, and a wide area network. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising the additional step of: 
based on the user input, choosing the at least one computer system from a stored 

inventory of computer systems. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising the additional step of: 
transmitting the at least one software installation agent to the at least one 

computer system to be installed by a user. 

1 5. (Currently amended) A computer program product, in a computer-readable 
medium, for automatically downloading and installing software to a computer system, 
comprising instructions for: 

receiving an instruction from a client computer to install an item of software on 
the computer system; 

collecting data about the computer system to form collected data; 

based on the collected data, determining whether the item of software can be 
installed on and executed bv the computer system: 

if the item of software can be installed on and executed bv the computer system. 
based on the collected data, downloading a proper version of the item of software from a 
server; 

installing the proper version; and 

based on the collected data, setting configuration options associated with the 
proper version. 

16. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 15, further 
comprising additional instructions for: 

bas e d on th e oolleotod data, d e t e rmining whether tho - itom of softwar e can bo 
installed on the oomputor oyotcm, and if the item of software cannot be installed on and 
executed bv the computer system, then ending execution of the method. 

Page 6 of 22 
Chcfalas et aJL - 09/8 1 1,845 

PAGE 8/24 * RCVD AT 6/21/2004 4:12:39 PM [Eastern DayligM Time] f SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/1 * DN1S:8729306 * CSID:9723672008 * DURATION (mm«s):0B48 



06/21/2084 15:11 9723672008 



YEE & ASSOCIATES 



PAGE 



1 7. (Original) The computer program product of claim 15, further comprising 
additional instructions for: 

submitting the collected data to a server, and 

receiving an analysis of the collected data, wherein the analysis specifies the 
proper version and the configuration options. 

1 8. (Original) The computer program product of claim 15, further comprising 
additional instructions for: 

analyzing the collected data to determine the proper version and the configuration 
options. 

1 9. (Original) The computer program product of claim 15, further comprising 
additional instructions for: 

returning a confirmatory message. 

20. (Original) The computer program product of claim 15, wherein the instructions 
for receiving include instructions for receiving the instruction via one of a wireless 
network, a local area network, an Internet, an intranet, and a wide area network. 

21 . (Currently amended) A computer program product, in a computer-readable 
medium, for automatically installing software on at least one computer system connected 
to a networic, comprising instructions fon 

receiving an instruction from a user input at a client computer to install an item of 
software on the at least one computer system; 

determining whether the item of software can be installed on and executed by the 
computer system, 

if the item of software can be installed on and executed bv the computer system, 
directing at least one software installation agent executing on the at least one computer 
system to download, install, and configure the item of software on the at least one 
computer system ;. and 
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if the item of software cannot be installed on and executed on the computer 
system, then ending execution of the method . 

22. (Original) The computer program product of claim 21, wherein the computer 
program product is executed on a server. 

23. (Original) The computer program product of claim 21 , further comprising 
additional instructions for: 

receiving at least one confirmatory message from the at least one software 
installation agent. 

24. (Original) The computer program product of claim 21 , wherein the instructions 
for receiving include instructions for receiving the instruction from a remote computing 
device via the network. 

25. (Original) The computer program product of claim 24, wherein the instructions 
for receiving include instructions for receiving the instruction through a HyperText 
Markup Language (HTML) interface. 

26. (Original) The computer program product of claim 21 1 wherein the network 
includes at least one of a witeless network, a local area network, an Internet, an intranet, 
and a wide area network. 

27. (Original) The computer program product of claim 21, further comprising 
additional instructions for: 

based on the user input, choosing the at least one computer system from a stored 
inventory of computer systems. 

28. (Original) The computer program product of claim 21, further comprising 
additional instructions for: 
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transmitting the at least one software installation agent to the at least one 
computer system to be installed by a user. 

29. (Currently amended) A system for [[for]] automatically installing software, 
comprising: 

a network; 

a server connected to the network; 

a client computer connected to the network; and 

at least one target computer connected to the network, wherein each of the at least 
one target computer executes a software installation agent, wherein the client computer 
submits a request to the server, responsive to receiving the request the server schedules 
an appropriate time to install an item of software, at the appropriate time the server 
notifies the software installation agent on each of the at least one target computer that the 
item of software is to be installed, the software agent on each of the at least one target 
computer collects data about the at least one target computer to make a determination if 
and how the item of software can be installed and configured, based on the determination 
the software installation agent on each of the at least one target computer downloads, 
installs, and configures the item of software on each of the at least one target computer. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 29, wherein the network includes at least one of a 
wireless network, a local area network, an Internet, an intranet, and a wide area network. 

3 1 . (Original) The system of clai m 29, wherein the determination is made by the 
server. 

32. (Original) The system of claim 29, wherein the determination is made by the 
software installation agent. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 29, wherein the client computer submits the 
request using a HypcrText Transfer Protocol (HTTP). 
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34. (Currently amended) An apparatus for automatically downloading and installing 
software to a computer system, comprising means for 

receiving an instruction from a client computer to install an item of software on 
the computer system; 

collecting data about the computer system to form collected data; 

based on the collected data, determining whether the item of software can be 
installed on and executed bv the computer system; 

if the item of software can be installed on and executed bv the computer system. 
based on the collected data, downloading a proper version of the item of software from a 
server; 

installing the proper version; and 

based on the collected data, setting configuration options associated with the 
proper version. 

35. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 34, further comprising additional 
means for: 

baaed on tho collected data, determining wh e th e r th e it e m of softwar e con be 
in s talled on the oomputor system, and if the item of software canno t be installed on and 
executed bv the computer system, then ending an operation of the apparatus. 

36. (Original) The apparatus of claim 34, further comprising additional means for: 
submitting the collected data to a server; and 

receiving an analysis of the collected data, wherein the analysis specifies the 
proper version and the configuration options. 

37. (Original) The apparatus of claim 34, further comprising additional means for: 
analyzing the collected data to determine the proper version and the configuration 

options. 

38. (Original) The apparatus of claim 34, further comprising additional means for: 
returning a confirmatory message. 
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39. (Original) The apparatus of claim 34, wherein the instruction is received through 
one of a wireless network, a local area network, an Internet, an intranet, and a wide area 
network, 

40. (Currently amended) An apparatus for automatically installing software on at 
least one computer system connected to a network, comprising means for: 

receiving an instruction from a user input at a client computer to install an item of 
software on the at least one computer system; 

determining whether the item of software can he installed on and executed by the 
computer system; 

if the item of software can be installed on and executed hv the computer system. 
directing at least one software installation agent executing on the at least one computer 
system to download, install, and configure the item of software on the at least one 
computer system ; and 

if the item of software cannot be installed on and executed by the computer 
system, then ending execution of the method . 

41 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the apparatus includes a server. 

42. (Original) The apparatus of claim 40, further compri sing additional means for: 
receiving at least one confirmatory message from the at least one software 

installation agent. 

43. (Original) The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the instruction is received from a 
remote computing device via the network. 

44. (Original) The apparatus of claim 43, wherein the instruction is received through 
a HyperText Markup Language (HTML) interface. 
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45. (Original) The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the network includes at least one 
of a wireless network, a local area network, an Internet, an intranet, and a wide area 
network. 

46. (Original) The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the user input chooses the at least 
one computer system from a stored inventory of computer systems. 

47. (Origina]) The apparatus of claim 40, further comprising additional means for: 
transmitting the at least one software installation agent to the at least one 

computer system to be installed by a user. 

48. (Currently amended) A data processing system comprising: 
a bus system; 

a communication unit connected to the bus system; 

a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the memory includes a set of 
instructions; and 

a processing unit, wherein the processing unit includes at least one processor, 
wherein the processing unit executes the set of instructions to perform the acts of: 

receiving an instruction from a client computer to install an item of 
software on the data processing system; 

collecting data about the data processing system to form collected data; 

based on the collected data, determining whether the item of software can 
be installed on and executed by the computer system: 

if the item of software can be installed on and executed bv the computer 
system, based on the collected data, downloading a proper version of the item of 
software from a server, 

installing the proper version; and 

based on the collected data, setting configuration options associated with 
the proper version. 
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49. (Currently amended) The data processing system of claim 48, wherein the 
processing unit executes the set of instructions to perform the additional acts of: 

booed on the colloctod data, d e termining wh e th e r the item of ooftwaro can bo 
install e d on the data proooosing system, and if the item of software canno t be installed on 
and executed bv the computer system , then ending execution of the set of instructions. 

50. (Original) The data processing system of claim 48, wherein the processing unit 
executes the set of instructions to perform the additional acts of: 

submitting the collected data to a server; and 

receiving an analysis of the collected data, wherein the analysis specifies the 
proper version and the configuration options. 

51 . (Original) The data processing system of claim 48, wherein the processing unit 
executes the set of instructions to perfoim the additional acts of: 

analyzing the collected data to determine the proper version and the configuration 
options. 

52. (Ori ginal) The data processing system of claim 48, wherein the processing unit 
executes the set of instructions to perform the additional acts of: 

returning a confirmatory message. 

53. (Original) The data processing system of claim 48, wherein the instruction is 
received through one of a wireless network, a local area network, an Internet, an intranet, 
and a wide area network. 

54. (Currently amended) A data processing system comprising: 
a bus system; 

a communication unit connected to the bus system; 

a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the memory a set of instructions; 

and 
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a processing unit, wherein the processing unit includes at least one processor, 
wherein the processing unit executes the set of instructions to perform the acts of: 

receiving an instruction from a user input at a client computer to install an 
item of software on the at least one data processing system; 

determining whether the item of software can be installed on and executed 
bv the computer system: 

if the item of software can be installed on and executed by the computer 
system, directing at least one software installation agent executing on the at least 
one data processing system to download, install, and configure the item of 
software on the at least one data processing system; _and 

if the item of software cannot be installed on and executed bv the 
computer system, then ending execution of the method: and . 

55. (Original) The data processing system of claim 54 ? wherein the data processing 
system is a server. 

56. (Original) The data processing system of claim 54, wherein the processing unit 
executes the set of instructions to perfonn the acts of: 

receiving at least one confirmatory message from the at least one software 
installation agent. 

57. (Original) The data processing system of claim 54, wherein the instruction is 
received from a remote computing device via the network. 

58. (Original) The data processing system of claim 57, wherein the instruction is 
received through a HypcrText Markup Language (HTML) interface. 

59. (Original) The data processing system of claim 54, wherein the network includes 
at least one of a wireless network, a local area network, an Internet, an intranet, and a 
wide area network. 
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60. (Original) The data processing system of claim 54, wherein the user input 
chooses the at least one data processing system from a stored inventory of data 
processing systems. 

61 . (Original) The data processing system of claim 54, wherein the processing unit 
executes the set of instructions to perform the acts of: 

transmitting the at least one software installation agent to the at least one data 
processing system to be installed by a user. 
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